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His Excellency, President Cyril Ramaphosa, President of the Republic of South Africa 

  

Re. OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT RAMAPHOSA 

 BLOCK 1 CBK FARM-IN TO NAVITAS PETROLEUM 

We write to you for and on behalf of the Green Connection NPC, a registered non-profit 
environmental justice organisation based in Cape Town. The Green Connection works with small-
scale fishers and coastal communities along the South African coast on issues relating to the 
conservation of marine ecosystems, climate change, energy justice, and meaningful public 
participation in environmental decision-making. 

The Green Connection was concerned to learn recently through media reports that an Israeli-
owned oil and gas exploration and production company, Navitas Petroleum LP, will become the 
operator of Block 1 CBK, an offshore oil and gas block located in the Orange Basin off the West 
Coast of South Africa. This is the northern-most offshore block off the West Coast, including 
areas close to the coast, and extending approximately 250km westward along the international 
maritime border with Namibia, and spanning approximately 19 907 km2.  

Navitas Petroleum LP (through Navitas Petroleum Africa Limited, a company incorporated in 
England and wholly owned by the Israeli partnership) (‘Navitas’) has reportedly ‘farmed-in’ to the 
Block by entering into an agreement with Canadian- and London-listed company Eco (Atlantic) 
Oil and Gas Ltd. (through Azinam South Africa Limited, its wholly-owned subsidiary) (‘Eco 
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Atlantic’) to acquire a 37.5% participating interest in the Block, together with operatorship, for a 
payment of US$4 million (in addition to assuming certain carry obligations).1 This transaction ‘will 
allow the Israeli company to become the operator of the asset located in the Orange Basin, one 
of the most active exploration regions on the African continent’.2 According to reports, once the 
transaction is complete both companies will hold a 37.5% participating interest, with 
OrangeBasin Energies (Pty) Limited3 (‘OrangeBasin’) holding the remaining 25%. Under the 
agreement, Navitas has the option to acquire a further 10% interest from OrangeBasin (and up to 
20% should Azinam elect not to participate), which could increase its participating interest 
accordingly. 

The Green Connection believes that the ‘farm-in’ by Navitas stands in tension with the South 
African government’s commitment to international human rights. The South African government 
took a courageous stance when it filed an application instituting proceedings against Israel in the 
International Court of Justice (‘ICJ’) on 29 December 2023 relating to alleged violations in the 
Gaza Strip of obligations under the Genocide Convention. Two and a half years later, the case is 
ongoing.4 The ICJ has indicated provisional measures but has not yet ruled on the merits of the 
genocide allegations. During that period, Israel has continued its military operations in the Gaza 
Strip; the ICJ, in its Advisory Opinion of 19 July 2024, found Israel’s continued presence in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (‘OPT’) to be unlawful and called for the cessation of settlement 
activity5; and the region has seen broader escalation, including hostilities involving Lebanon, 
Syria and Iran. 

The Green Connection notes that South Africa recalled its ambassador to Israel in May 2018, and 
downgraded its embassy in Tel Aviv to a liaison office (with no trade function) in 2019. We note 
further that in November 2023, South Africa’s Parliament voted in favour of a motion calling for 
the closure of Israel’s embassy and the suspension of diplomatic ties—a motion that has to date 

 
1 https://investingnews.com/eco-oil-and-gas-ltd-announces-2026-operational-and-business-update/  
Navitas will also carry  Eco Atlantics share of all costs, expenses and liabilities in connection with the 
operation up to an aggregate cap of US$7.5 million – see: Immediate-Report-Acquisition-of-Block-1-CBK-
200526.pdf 
Eco-Atlantic’s Co-founder and Chief Operating Officer Colin Kinley has been quoted in media reports 
describing the Orange Basin as follows: “The Orange Basin continues to prove to be one of the newest 
and most prolific plays in the world…Following completion of this Farm-in, Eco will have one of the largest 
blocks in the entire Orange Basin. This is a strategic play for Eco that we have worked on over the past 
year, focussing on both Oil and Gas potential, and where we believe there are significant near shore 
prospective gas resources. There are inboard gas discoveries on the block, Kudu to the North, and 
multiple discoveries in the Ibhubesi field to the South. With the reach of the block some 250km out into 
the Atlantic, this puts the West end of the Block into highly prospective opportunities for oil being just 
South and on trend with Shell’s Graff discovery and Galp’s Mopane discoveries, and North of our 3B/4B 
Block oil targets recently farmed out to TotalEnergies and QatarEnergy.” See: Eco Atlantic snaps up 
Orange basin block on trend with big Namibia discoveries – Business Express 
2 https://inspenet.com/en/news/navitas-petroleum-wide-offshore-operations/   
3 100% of Block 1 was previously held by Tosaco Energy (Pty) Limited. Through its 100% owned subsidiary 
Azinam South Africa, Eco Atlantic farmed-in and acquired a 75% working interest from Tosaco Energy. It is 
understood that Tosaco Energy either intends to transfer, or has already transferred, its remaining 25% 
interest to newly formed South African entity OrangeBasin Oil and Gas. See: South Africa: Eco Atlantic 
farms into Block 1 offshore South Africa. Navitas refers to the South African entity as OrangeBasin 
Energies (Pty) Limited – see:   Immediate-Report-Acquisition-of-Block-1-CBK-200526.pdf 
4 https://www.thepresidency.gov.za/south-africa-notes-israels-response-filing-icj 
5 Legal Consequences arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, Advisory Opinion of 19 July 2024, ICJ General List No. 186, paras 
285(3) and 285(5). Available at: https://docs.un.org/en/A/78/968  
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not been implemented. Notably, as far back as 2012 the ANC formally endorsed the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions campaign as one of its official policies. In 2026 South Africa and Israel 
mutually expelled some diplomats. 

Despite this strong political and diplomatic posture, South Africa has taken no steps to ban or 
suspend business dealings with Israel and Israeli-owned companies.  

The Green Connection understands that the transfer or assignment of a participating interest to 
Navitas will require Ministerial approval under section 11 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, 2002 (‘MPRDA’).6  Section 11 vests this power in the Minister responsible for 
Mineral and Petroleum Resources, who must apply his mind to each application on its merits, in 
accordance with the requirements of the MPRDA and the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, 
2000 (‘PAJA’). We are mindful that decisions on section 11 applications are not ordinarily made 
public, and are not, as a matter of course, open for public comment. It is for this reason that we 
raise our concerns with you publicly and at the level of policy. 

In light of these concerns, and mindful of the respective constitutional roles of the President and 
the responsible Minister, the Green Connection respectfully calls upon His Excellency to provide 
political and policy leadership on this matter in two respects: 

- First, we ask that you direct that Government, through Cabinet, develop and articulate a 
clear and lawful policy position on commercial dealings with Israeli-owned entities that is 
consistent with South Africa’s obligations under international law, including the Genocide 
Convention and the provisional measures and findings of the ICJ.  
 

- Second, we ask that you commend to the Minister of Mineral and Petroleum Resources, for 
his independent consideration, that — pending the development of such a policy and at 
least the outcome of South Africa’s case before the ICJ — in considering any section 11 
application arising from this transaction, due and transparent weight be given to South 
Africa’s international-law obligations7 and the ICJ proceedings as relevant considerations,8 
while the Minister applies his mind to the merits of the application as the law requires. We 
do not ask that the Minister fetter his discretion or refuse consent on a blanket basis, but 
rather that the discretion be exercised lawfully, rationally and with full regard to the State’s 
international commitments. 

 

 
6 Section 11 applies to petroleum exploration rights with the necessary changes by virtue of section 69.  
7 These include South Africa’s obligation not to render aid or assistance in maintaining the situation 
arising from Israel’s continued unlawful presence in the OPT: op cit note 5, para 285(7). 
8 Section 11 of the MPRDA should be interpreted in light of the objects of the MPRDA (section 2), the 
State’s custodianship of the nation’s petroleum resources for the benefit of all South Africans (section 3), 
with due regard to its customary international law obligations and binding treaty obligations (sections 231 
and 232 of the Constitution), and the requirement that our courts must prefer any reasonable 
interpretation of legislation that is consistent with international law (section 233 of the Constitution). 
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Yours faithfully 

  

   

Lisa Makaula       Elizabeth Jane McDaid   

Advocacy and Programmes Lead   Strategic Lead  

For and on behalf of The Green Connection  For and on behalf of The Green Connection 

 


