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HIGHLIGHTS

On the 17th of February 2022,
Shell’s application to appeal
for seismic surveys on the
Wild Coast was dismissed in
Makhanda High court. 

In the awake of high
unemployment rate, we
launched a Koeksister project
last year early September in
the West Coast. 

https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/20220217075426.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/koeksister-project/


Liz McDaid The Green Connection Strategic Lead

The Green Connection Welcomes You!The Green Connection Welcomes You!

The Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated the
4th industrial revolution and South Africans
have had to adapt to the ‘new normal’ quite
quickly. This struggle is even more real for
those at grassroots who fight for
environmental and social justice.

This edition is jam-packed, since the first
half of 2022 has already kept us quite busy.
The sad thing is the bulk of our work has
been focused on opposing flawed EIAs and
related processes, with government and
companies ignoring their legal obligations.
The lack of meaningful public participation
and often deliberate attempts to exclude 

those who will be affected is a recurring
theme in this country. 
That is why the Green Connection is on a
mission to empower South Africans,
especially our small-scale fishing
communities who call our coastline home
to participate in decision-making on
proposed projects that affect them. This is
the only way that social and environmental
justice will be achieved. Through our
community outreach and advocacy work,
the Green Connection supports coastal
communities who oppose offshore oil and
gas activities, as well as other threats to
their livelihoods, such as Karpowerships.

Let’s continue to empower the youth and work towards protecting our
environment and those that defend it, remembering to restore the
ecosystem as people’s livelihoods depend on it. Let us push for climate
justice, while raising the voices of fishers, to ensure good governance.
The time has come to phase out oil and gas. 

For more information, kindly visit our website at
www.thegreenconnection.org.za

Thank You,
The Green Connection
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS CALL FOR THE WILD COAST IN THE EASTERN CAPEENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS CALL FOR THE WILD COAST IN THE EASTERN CAPE
TO BE PROTECTED AGAINST SHELL SEISMIC SURVEYSTO BE PROTECTED AGAINST SHELL SEISMIC SURVEYS

  

After an announcement that Shell a
multinational oil and gas company was going to
do seismic surveys on the Wild Coast for 5
months from the 1 December 2021, the Green
Connection and other organizations led
nationwide protests calling government to halt
the surveys due to negative impacts they could
pose to the environment. Late 28 December
2021 Judge Bloem in Makahanda High court
interdicted Shell from carrying out seismic
surveys after environmental organisations
(Sustaining the Wild Coast, Legal Resource
Centre, Natural Justice, Cwebe Communal
Property Association and a community
applicants Ntsindiso Gerald Nongcavu, Sazise
Maxwell Pekayo and Cameron Thorpe)  took
legal action against the company claiming failed
public consultation processes and flawed
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA).

On the 17th of February 2022 Shell’s application
to appeal for seismic surveys on the Wild Coast
was dismissed in Makhanda High court.
 

 The 2nd part of the case against Shell was
heard in Gqeberha High court from the 30th –
31st May 2022 with the focus on part B of the
case which reviewed unlawful and irrational
granting of Shell’s exploration rights. The
applicants and coastal communities against
blasting are eagerly waiting for the
judgement, however the date of judgement
has not been confirmed yet.
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Image Left: Shell protest action in Cape Town, Waterfront. Image Right: Shell protest action in Knysna

Image: Picket action against Shell seismic surveys on the Wild Coast.

Legacy Programme
 

EQUIPPING COASTAL COMMUNITIES
WITH ADVOCACY SKILLS TO FIGHT
AGAINST ENVIRONMENTAL AND

SOCIAL INJUSTICES
 

(left) Neville Van Rooy, Outreach Coordinator & (right) Nkosikhulule Nyembezi
 Legacy Coordinator             

https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/0.-SUSTAINING-THE-WILD-COAST-JUDGMENT.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/20220217075426.pdf


On the 24 – 26th of January 2022, the Green
Connection ran its first 2022 Legacy workshopp
with this year’s group of coastal community
activists in Cape Town. The aim of the
workshops is to empower community
champions to fight for their environmental and
social rights while promoting conservation of
the oceans through community actions and
mobilisation. The Programme focused on
various topics in terms of how parliament works
as well as how activists can use media in
advocacy. The empowerment programme was
followed by multiple protest actions by
participants in support of court actions against
seismic surveys both in the West Coast and
Wild Coast. Late in March (21-23, 2020) a second
workshop took place focussing on the role of
advocacy in communities and how media can
be used in advocacy.

 2022 Legacy Activists 
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GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSED GAS PLANS
NOT A SHIFT TO A JUST TRANSITION

FUTURE BUT AGGRAVATING CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS

Gas Amendment Bill Public Hearings

The Department of Mineral Resources and
Energy (DMRE) hosted a series of public
hearings on the 23rd of January 2022, in various
provinces on the Gas Amendment Bill – which
aimed to “address loopholes, omissions and
other challenges experienced in the process of
implementing and enforcing the Act” – and
small-scale fishers and farmers, around the
country, came out to voice their opposition.

Civil Society Continues To Fight Against
More Seismic Surveys, But Now In The

West Coast
 
 

Small-scale fishers with the support of the
Green Connection went back to court to protect
the West Coast against seismic surveys by
Searcher Geodata an Australian company that
focusses on offshore oil and gas exploration.
On the 23rd of January 2022 activists held
nationwide protests after the Department of
Mineral Resource Energy revealed that Searcher
was a holder of the reconnaissance permit, the
company was granted a reconnaissance permit
in terms of section 74 of the Mineral and
Petroleum Resources Development Act 2002
(MPRDA) by the Petroleum Agency of South
Africa (PASA) on 9 November 2021 to undertake
seismic surveys 2D & 3D seismic surveys in the
West Coast.

Searcher Geodata was ordered to halt blasting
or any seismic related activities in the West
Coast of South Africa. The verdict was followed
by an urgent action by the company to reverse
the court’s decision. However on the 14th of
February the court order remained.

The battle continued in the Cape Town High
court, and early in March judge Thulare ruled
against Searcher based on failed public
consultation process with small-scale fishers
and no proper environmental impact
assessment (EIA). 

https://thegreenconnection.org.za/legacy-project/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/legacy-project/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/legacy-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5ItKVeXdaY&t=1s
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/02/03/communities-continue-to-speak-out-against-governments-proposed-gas-plans-bad-for-climate-change-and-bad-for-the-people/
https://thegreenconnecthttps/thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/02/03/communities-continue-to-speak-out-against-governments-proposed-gas-plans-bad-for-climate-change-and-bad-for-the-people/ion.org.za/2022/02/03/communities-continue-to-speak-out-against-governments-proposed-gas-plans-bad-for-climate-change-and-bad-for-the-people/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/01/23/civil-society-heads-back-to-court-this-time-to-stop-seismic-survey-in-west-coast/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Founding-Affidavit.pdf
https://www.searcherseismic.com/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/1306.22-Order.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/02/07/the-struggle-to-protect-sas-oceans-and-coastal-livelihoods-continues-in-the-western-cape-high-court/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/02/07/the-struggle-to-protect-sas-oceans-and-coastal-livelihoods-continues-in-the-western-cape-high-court/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Searcher-Judgment.pdf


SLR consulting that was responsible for
Searcher’s Environment Management Plan and
consultation process failed to include
fisherfolks who would have been negatively
impacted by the project. The judge reiterated
that seismic surveys posed a threat to the
livelihoods of fishing communities in the West
Coast who depend on oceans to provide for
their families as well as their cultural heritage. 

Searcher Court Hearing, Cape Town High Court
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CIVIL SOCIETY AND SMALL-SCALE
FISHERS AGAINST BEING LOCKED INTO
20 YEARS OF FOSSIL FUELS

In late 21 September 2021, National Energy
Regulator of South Africa (NERSA) approved 3
generational licenses of emergency power ships
that would have been moored for 20 years in
Port of Ngqura (Coega), Saldanha Bay and
Richard’s Bay despite the Department of
Forestry, Fisheries & Environment’s (DFFE)
refusal to grant environmental authorization. 

Karpowerships Picket Actions 

The Green Connection launched an application
in Gauteng High court of Pretoria seeking to
review and set aside NERSA’s decision to grant
3 generational licences to Karpowership SA to
operate in 3 ports.  NERSA opposed Green
Connection’s application on the 19th of May
2022 - while Eskom indicated it would not
oppose but abide by the courts decision. 

Karpowerships Picket Actions 

CREATING SUSTAINABLE LOCAL
ECONOMIES AND RESILIENT TOWNS
THROUGH THE KOEKSISTER PROJECT
In the awake of high unemployment rate, we
launched a Koeksister project last year early
September in the West Coast. Communities
were empowered about ways they can sustain
their livelihoods through sustainable local
economies by using a model that focusses on
three strands that is transitioning, communing
and doughnut economics. According to
Raworth (2017) explains that the Doughnut
simply shows two conditions – social and
environmental – that support a balanced world
in which people and the planet can thrive. 

Koeksister Workshop

https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/03/02/small-scale-fishers-wave-goodbye-to-searcher-but-the-fight-for-energy-justice-continues/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/03/02/small-scale-fishers-wave-goodbye-to-searcher-but-the-fight-for-energy-justice-continues/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Karpowership-Electricity-Generation-License-Review-Application-Notice-of-Motion-Issued-25042022.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Karpowership-Electricity-Generation-License-Review-Application-Notice-of-Motion-Issued-25042022.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Green-Connection-NPC-v-Nersa-23339-2022-Notice-of-Intention-to-Oppose.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/6TH-Respondent.pdf
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/koeksister-project/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/koeksister-project/


EMPOWERING   COMMUNITIES BY
RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT NEGATIVE
IMPACTS OF OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS
EXPLORATION THROUGH A SERIES OF
WORKSHOPS
 

The Green Connection Outreach Coordinator
van Rooy travelled to multiple coastal
communities (St Helena bay, Kleinsee,
Gansbaai, Hermanus, Durban and Gqeberha)
from the 1st of March to the 21st of June where
he was raising awareness about negative
impacts of seismic surveys, the urgent need to
transition to renewable energy and encouraging
individuals to take actions against
unsustainable extraction of resources which
have detrimental impacts to the environment. 

Awareness Programme in Durban 

The Green Connection’s Outreach Coordinator
Neville van Rooy continues to raise awareness
about the negative impacts that oil and gas
industry poses to impoverished communities
and the environment. 

On the 18th of January 2022 he made people
aware of the risks that the proposed gas
projects in Saldanha posed to the environment
and further motivated individuals to take action
and participate in decision-making around
factors affecting them. Early in February
(3,2022) van Rooy supported a national oil and
gas meeting in Durban hosted by our partner
organisation South Durban Community
Environmental Alliance which was followed by a
sequence of pickets against seismic surveys
both in the West Coast and East coast and
awareness programmes about the dangers
seismic surveys have to coastal communities
and marine life.

THE GREEN CONNECTION LAUNCHED A
PUBLIC CAMPAIGN AGAINST OFFSHORE
OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION

Following an outcry from small-scale fishers
about the exploration of oil and gas in their
coastal communities, on Africa Day (25 March
2022) the Green Connection raised awareness
about the threats that offshore oil and gas have
on coastal communities whose livelihoods
depend on oceans for a living and how
meaningful public participation processes are
not taking place in these communities. Small-
scale fishers and civil society (African Climate
Alliance, 350Africa.Org, Masifundise and
Coastal Links) came to support the initiative and
shared their experiences of fighting these
environmental and social injustices.

Extinction Rebellion Action 
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Neville In Northern Cape  

https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/04/22/getting-to-know-coastal-community-engagement-champion-neville-van-rooy-and-his-journey-to-protecting-the-earth-and-empowering-communities/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/04/22/getting-to-know-coastal-community-engagement-champion-neville-van-rooy-and-his-journey-to-protecting-the-earth-and-empowering-communities/
https://sdcea.co.za/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/05/25/africa-day-the-green-connection-launches-public-campaign-to-protect-south-africas-oceans-from-offshore-oil-and-gas/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/05/25/africa-day-the-green-connection-launches-public-campaign-to-protect-south-africas-oceans-from-offshore-oil-and-gas/


The event was followed by a beach clean - up on World Oceans Day (08 June 2022) in Knysna
where ocean defenders took it upon themselves to ensure their coastal region is clean and safe
from harmful plastics. Small-scale fishers raised their worries about being stuck in fossil fuels
and not transitioning to a sustainable future due to more offshore oil and gas activities being
introduced along the coastal regions of  South Africa.

Left: Liz McDaid Strategic Lead Right: Solene Smith A Member of  Coastal Links 

For more information about The Green Connection and Who Stole Our Oceans campaign,
subscribe to our newsletter, visit our website and follow our social media platforms. Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube,LinkedIn , Instagram.

Visit our news page for further readings & Natural Justice  https://thegreenconnection.org.za/news1/

https://naturaljustice.org/saving-the-wild-coast/
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Leftt: Carmelita Mostert A Member of  Coastal Links Extinction Rebellion Action 

https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/06/09/world-oceans-day-more-must-be-done-to-protect-this-gift-from-the-threat-of-offshore-oil-and-gas/
https://thegreenconnection.org.za/2022/06/09/world-oceans-day-more-must-be-done-to-protect-this-gift-from-the-threat-of-offshore-oil-and-gas/

